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Amendments to the Claims 

1.-48. (Canceled) 
49-93. (Canceled) 

94. (NEW) A method for using a computer to facilitate E&M coding by a medical 
provider of a patient encounter comprising: A. inputting into the computer a code selecting An 
electronic template specific to a type of patient encounter; B. acquiring data prompted by the 
electronic template for the specific type of patient encounter for a specific patient encounter; C. 
inputting into the computer the data acquired for the specific type of patient encounter for the 
specific patient encounter; D. outputting an audit of the inputted data acquired for the specific 
patient encounter; E. outputting a Preliminary E&M code; F. inputting into the computer 
modifying variables for the specific patient encounter; G. outputting a Final E&M code; 

the method in which the step of inputting into the computer a code selecting an electronic 
template specific to a type of patient encounter further comprises: H. inputting into the computer 
a set of electronic templates and an electronic template menu; 

and in which the step of acquiring data prompted by the electronic template for the 
specific type of patient encounter comprises: I. examining at least one aspect of the patient 
encounter, 

and in which the step of inputting into the computer the data acquired for the specific type 
of patient encounter for the specific patient encounter comprises: J. inputting into the computer 
data acquired from the examination of the at least one aspect of the patient encounter; 

and in which the step of outputting an audit of the inputted data acquired for the specific 
patient encounter comprises: K. displaying and comparing the data inputted into the computer 
with the data required to be acquired, in examining at least one aspect of the patient encounter, 
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and in which the step of outputting a Preliminary E&M code comprises: L. displaying the 
data inputted into the computer and requiring the inputting of an acknowledgment of complete 
data acquisition and data inputting; 

and in which the step of inputting into the computer modifying variables for the specific 
patient encounter comprises; M. identifying the modifying variables pertinent to the specific type 
of patient encounter; identifying the modifying variables pertinent to the specific patient 
encounter; 

and in which the step of outputting a Final E&M code comprises: N. displaying the data 
inputted into the computer, requiring the inputting of an acknowledgment of complete data 
acquisition and data inputting, storing by means, the Final E&M code. 

95. (NEW) The method of claim 1 further comprising: A. the set of electronic 
templates comprising an electronic template for each type of patient encounter; requesting the 
electronic template menu; selecting by key stroke, mouse, touch pad or other menu selection 
means, the electronic template specific to the type of patient encounter; B. examining at the at 
least one aspect of the patient encounter, by one or a plurality of patient encounter entities, as 
prompted by the selected electronic template; C. displaying aid comparing the data inputted into 
the computer with the data required to be acquired as prompted by the selected electronic 
template and requiring the inputting of an acknowledgment of complete data acquisition and data 
inputting for the at least one aspect of the patient encounter; D. displaying the data inputted into 
the computer and requiring the inputting of an acknowledgment of complete data acquisition and 
data inputting; and in which the step of inputting into the computer modifying variables for the 
specific patient encounter comprises; E. selecting the modifying variables pertinent to the 
specific patient encounter; inputting data representing the selected modifying variables into the 
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computer; F. displaying the data inputted into the computer, requiring the inputting of an 
acknowledgment of complete data acquisition and data inputting, storing by means, the Final 
E&M code. 

96. (NEW) The method of claim 2 in which the one or a plurality of patient encounter 
entities includes nurse station software interface, reception interface, check-in interface, check- 
out interface and provider interface. 

97. (NEW) The method of claim 2 in which the selection of the electronic template is 
from the group electronic templates for types of patient encounters including general multi- 
system examination; cardiovascular examination; ear, nose and throat examination; eye 
examination; genitourinary examination; hematologic/lymphatic/immunologic examination; 
musculoskeletal examination, neurological examination; psychiatric examination; respiratory 
examination; and skin examination. 

98. (NEW) A method for using a computer to facilitate E&M coding by a medical 
provider of a patient encounter comprising: A. inputting into the computer a code selecting one 
or a plurality of electronic template specific to one or a plurality of types of patient encounters; B. 
acquiring data prompted by the one or a plurality of electronic templates for the specific one or a 
plurality of types of patient encounter for a specific patient encounter; C inputting into the 
computer the data acquired for the one or a plurality of specific types of patient encounter for the 
specific patient encounter; D. outputting one or a plurality of audits of the inputted data acquired 
for the specific patient encounter; E. outputting one or a plurality of Preliminary E&M codes; F. 
inputting into the computer one or a plurality of modifying variables for the specific patient 
encounter; G. outputting one or a plurality of Final E&M codes; 
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the method of inputting into the computer a code selecting one or a plurality of electronic 
templates specific to one or a plurality of types of patient encounters further comprises: H. 
inputting into the computer a set of electronic templates and an electronic template menu; 
requesting the electronic template menu; 

and in which the step of acquiring data prompted by the one or a plurality of electronic 
templates for the one or a plurality of specific type of patient encounter comprises: I. examining 
at least one aspect of the patient encounter, 

and in which the step of inputting into the computer the data acquired for the one or a 
plurality of specific types of patient encounter for the specific patient encounter comprises: J. 
inputting into the computer data acquired from the examination of the at least one aspect of tie 
patient encounter; 

and in which the step of outputting one or a plurality of audits of the inputted data 
acquired for the specific patient encounter comprises; K. displaying and comparing the data 
inputted into the computer with the data required to be acquired, in examining at least one aspect 
of the patient encounter; 

and in which the step of outputting one or a plurality of Preliminary E&M codes 
comprises: L. displaying the data inputted into the computer and requiring the inputting of one or 
a plurality of acknowledgments of complete data acquisition and data inputting; and in which the 
step of inputting into the computer one or a plurality of modifying variables for the specific 
patient encounter comprises; M. identifying the one or a plurality of modifying variables 
pertinent to the one or a plurality of specific types of patient encounter; identifying the one or a 
plurality of modifying variables pertinent to the specific patient encounter; 
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and in which the step of outputting one or a plurality of Final E&M codes comprises: N. 
displaying the data inputted into the computer, requiring the inputting of one or a plurality of 
acknowledgments of complete data acquisition and data inputting, storing by means, the one or a 
plurality of Final E&M codes. 

99. (NEW) The method of claim 5 further comprising: A. inputting into the computer 
the set of electronic templates comprising an electronic template for each type of patient 
encounter, selecting by key stroke, mouse, touch pad or other menu selection means, one or a 
plurality of electronic template specific to the type of patient encounter; B. examining the at least 
one aspect of the patient encounter by one or a plurality of patient encounter entities, as prompted 
by the one or a plurality of the selected electronic templates; C. displaying and comparing the 
data inputted into the computer with the data required to be acquired as prompted by the selected 
one or a plurality of electronic templates and requiring the inputting of one or a plurality of 
acknowledgments of complete data acquisition and data inputting for the at the least one aspect 
of the patient encounter; D. selecting the one or a plurality of modifying variables pertinent to the 
specific patient encounter; inputting data representing the selected one or a plurality of modifying 
variables into the computer. 

100. (NEW) The method of claim 6 in which the one or a plurality of patient encounter 
entities includes nurse station software interface, reception interface, check-in interface, check- 
out interface and provider interface. 

101. (NEW) The method of claim 6 in which the selection of the one or a plurality of 
electronic templates is from the group electronic templates for types of patient encounters 
including general multi-system examination; cardiovascular examination; ear, nose and throat 
examination; eye examination; genitourinary examination; hematologic/lymphatic/immunologic 
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examination; musculoskeletal examination, neurological examination; psychiatric examination; 
respiratory examination; and skin examination. 

102. (NEW) The method of claim 6 in which the step of acquiring data prompted by 
the electronic template for the specific type of patient encounter comprises: A. conducting an 
examination of at least a history component, a physical component and a medical decision 
component, by one or a plurality of patient encounter entities, as prompted by the selected 
electronic template; 

and in which the step of inputting into the computer the data acquired for the specific type 
of patient encounter for the specific patient encounter comprises: B. inputting into the computer 
data acquired from the examination of the at least a history component, a physical component 
and a medical decision component for the patient encounter; 

and in which the step of outputting an audit of the inputted data acquired for the specific 
patient encounter comprises: D. displaying and comparing the data inputted into the computer 
with the data required to be acquired, for the at least a history component, a physical component 
and a medical decision component for the patient encounter, as prompted by the selected 
electronic template and requiring the inputting of an acknowledgment of complete data 
acquisition and data inputting for the at least a history component, a physical component and a 
medical decision component of the patient encounter; E. outputting a Preliminary E&M code; F. 
inputting modifying variables; G. outputting a Final E&M code. 

103. (NEW) The method of claim 9 in which the step of acquiring data prompted by 
the electronic template for the at least a history component comprises: A. taking, at a patient 
encounter, the Chief Complaint/History of Present Illness(CCHPI); taking the Past Family Social 
History(PFSH) and making a Review of Systems(ROS); 
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and in which the step of acquiring data prompted by the electronic template for the at 
least a physical component comprises: B. conducting a physical exam; 

and in which the step of acquiring data prompted by the electronic template for the at 
least a medical decision component comprises: C. making a data evaluation; making a diagnosis; 
making a risk assessment; 

and in which the step of inputting into the computer the data acquired from the 
examination of the at least a history component: D. inputting the data of the taking of the CCHPI; 
inputting the data of the taking of the PFSH, inputting the data of the making of the ROS; 

and in which the step of inputting into the computer the data acquired from the 
examination of the at least a physical component: F. inputting the data of the making of the 
physical exam; 

and in which the step of inputting into the computer the data acquired the examination of 
the at least a medical decision component: H. inputting the data from making the data evaluation; 
inputting the data from making the diagnosis; inputting the data from making the risk 
assessment; 

and in which the step of outputting an audit of the data for the at least a history 
component: I. displaying and comparing the data inputted into the computer with the data 
required to be acquired as prompted by the selected electronic template, for the at least a history 
component from the taking of the CCHPI; for the taking of the PFSH; and for the making of the 
ROS; requiring the inputting of an acknowledgment of complete data acquisition and data 
inputting for the taking of the CCHPI producing a CCHPI Code Level; for the taking of the 
PFSH producing a PFSH Code Level; and for the making of the ROS producing a ROS Code 
Level; 
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and in which the step of outputting an audit of the data for the at least a physical 
component: J. displaying and comparing the data inputted into the computer with the data 
required to be acquired as prompted by the selected electronic template, for the at least a physical 
component from the making of the physical exam; requiring the inputting of an acknowledgment 
of complete data acquisition and data inputting for the making of the physical exam producing a 
physical code level; 

and in which the step of outputting an audit of the data for the at least a medical decision 
component: K. displaying and comparing the data inputted into the computer with the data 
required to be acquired as prompted by the selected electronic template, for the at least a medical 
decision component from the making of the data evaluation; from the making of the diagnosis, 
and from the making of the risk assessment; requiring the inputting of an acknowledgment of 
complete data acquisition and data inputting for the making of the data evaluation producing a 
data evaluation code level, for the making of the diagnosis producing a diagnosis code level, and 
the making of the risk assessment producing a risk assessment code level; from the making of the 
physical exam producing a physical code level; 

and in which the step of outputting a Preliminary E&M code comprises: L. combining the 
CCHPI code level, the PFSH code level and the ROS code level producing the Lowest Code 
Level and the History Code Level; combining the data evaluation code level, the diagnosis code 
level and the risk assessment code level producing the Level of Highest Two Code Levels and 
the Medical Decision Code Level; combining the History Code Level, the Physical Code Level 
and the Medical Decision Code Level producing the Patient Encounter Category; selecting from 
the Patient Encounter Category the Lowest of 3 Code Levels or the Highest Two Code Levels 
producing the Preliminary E&M code. 
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